WHAT IS A GOOD DOG?
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A GOOD DOG SHOULD BE FULLY HOUSETRAINED. Learning to eliminate outdoor is a
fairly easy standard to achieve. Most dogs can “hold it” for 8 hours while you are at
work. If your pet has regular accidents overnight, or during short periods of
confinement, your pet may have a medical problem or a training problem. Be consistent
on what you are telling your dog!

A GOOD DOG SHOULD BE ABLE TO GREET STRANGERS WITHOUT DISPLAYING
AGGRESSION OR OBJECTIONABLE AFFECTION. Most people do not like to be greeted by
a growling, barking, improperly sniffing or even a dog jumping up to greet them. If your
dog displays these behaviors you have a problem—whether your friends complain or not.
A GOOD DOG SHOULD BE ABLE TO WALK ON A LEASH WITHOUT PULLING YOU DOWN
THE STREET. You can control this behavior very easily with a head collar. With a
Haltie or Gentle Leader you no longer have to jerk on their neck with brute force. And
best of all, head collars are non-painful!

A GOOD DOG WILL TOLERATE MEDICAL CARE, EXAMS, AND GROOMING. Teaching your
dog to accept someone handling their feet, ears, and mouth is a simple task. (It’s become
a very popular thing for vets and groomers to charge a handling fee for “hard to handle
pets.”)

A GOOD DOG SHOULD BE ABLE TO RIDE IN THE CAR QUIETLY WITHOUT LUNGING AT
PASSERS-BY. Wild and crazy behavior is obviously dangerous. Owning a pet that bites
a people as they walk by parked cars is likely to get someone injured.

A GOOD DOG SHOULD BE MANNERED ENOUGH TO STAY HOME IN YOUR ABSENCE
WITHOUT DESTROYING THE FURNITURE. Separation anxiety is a common canine
problem and can usually be solved with a little patience and work.

A GOOD DOG SHOULD BE ABLE TO TOLERATE THE OCCASIONAL LOUD NOISES SUCH AS
THUNDER AND FIREWORKS. If your dog claws desperately to escape when hearing a
loud noise, you have a problem.

Although these simple “good dog” traits seem obvious, you would be surprised to know how
many people just learn to live with canine chaos. If you are beginning to realized your dog isn’t
as good as you formerly thought, you have taken the first step toward correcting the problem.
The next step is finding a qualified obedience trainer. You can do it. An old dog can always
learn new tricks!



